BRADFORD COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Stoll Natural Resource Center

200 Lake Road, Suite E, Towanda, PA 18848

Telephone (570)265-5539 Ext. 6
February 2020 MEETING


The February meeting of the Bradford County Conservation District was called to order by Keith Heimbach, Chairperson of the BCCD, on February 3, 2020, at 12:30 PM, at the Stoll Natural Resource Center, Wysox, PA.


District Directors attending the meeting were:  Keith Heimbach, Daryl Miller, Alvin Herman, Brian Zeidner, Robert Miller, and Nicole Harris. 

Others attending the meeting were:  Michael Hanawalt – Natural Resources Conservation Service, Jeremy Yohe – PF&BC Waterways Conservation Officer, John Sullivan – Associate Director, Cathy Yeakel – District Manager, Rob Sweppenheiser – District Engineer, Daniel Rhodes – Education Coordinator, Nathan Dewing – Ag. Team Leader, Miranda Neville – Ag. Resource Specialist, Kevin Brown – Ag. Resource Specialist, Amy Kneller – Ag. Resource Specialist, Brad Cummings – Conservation Technician, Joe Quatrini – Watershed Specialist, Tess Flynn-Belles – Natural Resource Specialist, Kristin Pepper – Dirt & Gravel Roads Specialist, Tori Welliver – Dirt & Gravel Roads Specialist, Jonathan VanNoy – Natural Resource Specialist, Jaci Kerstetter – DEP, Casey Guindon – Penn State Extension, Coleten  Eiswerth – Natural Resources Conservation Service, Jenny Marino – Administrative Assistant, and Janet MacWhinnie – Accounts Supervisor.


Daryl Miller made a motion to accept the January 2020 Minutes as written.  Al Herman seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.
REPORTS FROM COOPERATING AGENCIES AND GUESTS:


Bradford County Commissioners – Daryl Miller reported that the walls were being raised on the new 911 building.  They are preconstructed and were shipped from Ohio.  It is shaping up to be a very busy year within the County with construction projects and the broadband project.  

Penn State Extension – Casey Guindon reported that she had attended the recent Ag Retreat and there had been some very productive discussions.  The crop conference will be held Feb. 4th and a pasture workshop being held in March.


  Natural Resources Conservation Service – Michael Hanawalt introduced Coleten Eiswerth, a newly hired soil conservationist.   Coleten has been assigned to the Towanda office after having worked in the Bloomsburg office for the last two years as a student employee.  Mike Hanawalt also reported that EWP is finished.  There were 26 sties with 4,847 feet of stream bank stabilized.  The Soil Health Conference is scheduled on March 18th from 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM at the Wysox Firehall. 

PA Fish & Boat Commission – Jeremy Yohe reported the display law has been lifted for fishing licenses.  The cadet class will soon be graduating but after they are all placed, there will still be 8 vacant districts.  Volunteers will be needed again this year to help with stocking.  

Claverack – Brian Zeidner reported that there had been a key retirement at Claverack, so they were in the middle of some staff restructuring.  They have been busy with a safety program that is presented to children in elementary schools across the area. Applications are now being accepted for the Youth Tour, which is a trip to Washington D.C. for high school juniors.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Earth Day Committee – Cathy Yeakel reported that the committee had met last week.  $5,000 in donations have been received so far this year.  We will not have the Zoo mobile or Reptile Land this year, instead Cathy has scheduled a new reptile presenter to attend.  
NEW BUSINESS:


NRCS/BCCD MOU – Michael Hanawalt reviewed the agreement between the Bradford County Conservation District and USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, which was signed in 1997.  There is also a 1619 agreement attached in 2010 to heighten awareness of confidential information.  Under this agreement, NRCS and the Conservation District cannot give out individual landowner information without the landowner’s consent.  We have landowner consent forms available.

Municipality/BCCD MOU– Brian Zeidner made a motion to approve the agreement between the Bradford County Conservation District and municipalities within the county in regard to the 102 ad 105 programs. Al Herman seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 

Sullivan County – Cathy Yeakel reported that Holly Miller, the Sullivan County District Manager would be leaving at the end of the week.  The position is being advertised and they are moving quickly to fill the vacancy.  The SCCD has asked if Cathy Yeakel could help fill in as interim Manager until the position is filled.  Daryl Miller made a motion to approve Cathy Yeakel acting as interim manager until a new manager is hired, pending any prohibitions legally.  Brian Zeidner seconded the motion and if was unanimously passed. 

September Board Meeting– The Board had previously voted to skip meeting in September due to Labor Day.  The Ag team determined that they would need Board approval for a number of items during that time.  The Annual Planning Meeting will be held on September 16th at 10:00 AM, at which time the Board can approve the needed items. This will be advertised in the Daily Review. 
PROGRAM UPDATES:


Water Quality in Bradford County– Kevin Brown went over DEP Chesapeake Bay Model findings. The numbers were a comparison between 1985 and 2016, looking at things like nitrate and phosphate levels. Bradford County is doing pretty well and making progress in meeting their goals.  

Ag Team Retreat – Nate Dewing reported that the Ag Team had recently held their retreat with 13 people attending, including staff members, Directors, Casey Guindon, and Mike Hanawalt.  Maintaining Farmers’ privacy while compiling reports for DEP, large animal mortality, and the District’s partnering role in WIP were all topics covered.  A report and a video are now available on the website about the Woodchip Barnyard Project.  

Tech Team Retreat – The Tech Team Retreat is scheduled for February 19th from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM at the Community Cup.  

Leopold  Award Celebration–  The Ag team is planning a celebration/field day to celebrate Dean Jackson and family winning the Leopold Award. The event will be open to the public with events for everyone to enjoy including technical sessions for farmers and vendors onsite. 

DEP – Jaci Kerstetter highlighted the DEP talking points (see attached).
TREASURER'S REPORT:

	
	
	

	
	
	Treasurers Report

	
	
	February 3, 2020

	1,701,043.92
	
	PS D&G Road Municipal Balance

	8,990.89
	
	PS D&G Courtesy Checking 

	18,425.85
	
	PS D&G LVR Municipal

	477,067.71
	
	PS General Municipal Fund

	53,430.90
	
	PS General Courtesy Account

	9,637.55
	
	e-commerce Acct

	64,352.94
	
	Manchester Memorial

	603,971.92
	
	First Citizens Municipal Fund

	201,064.41
	
	First Citizens Checking

	70,271.48
	
	First Citizens Ag Reserve

	
	
	

	$3,208,257.57 
	
	Total 

	 
	
	

	
	
	General Account Bills to be Paid

	
	
	

	125.00
	
	Moyers Country Side Kitchen  - Ag Team Retreat

	268.30
	
	Uline - Tree Sale Paper & Bags

	171.50
	
	Troy Fair Vendor Space Contract

	2.30
	
	Arey Building Supply, Inc. - Ed Materials

	333.45
	
	Bradley W. Cummings - Mileage & Clothing

	242.88
	
	Cathy S. Yeakel - Mileage

	58.08
	
	Daniel Rhodes - Mileage

	130.56
	
	Daryl Miller - PACD meeting Mileage

	422.30
	
	Gambal - Letterhead

	295.00
	
	Gambal - Local goods guide

	268.54
	
	Gambal - Soil Brochures

	520.28
	
	Gambal - Tree Sale Flyer

	44.64
	
	Janet A. MacWhinnie - Clothing Allowance

	975.00
	
	Johnson, Susan - Cleaning

	102.72
	
	Jonathan Vannoy - Mileage

	233.28
	
	Joseph  D. Quatrini - Mileage

	27.54
	
	Kevin Brown - Wipers GMC

	122.67
	
	Kristin Pepper - Mileage

	17.28
	
	Miranda E. Neville - Mileage

	370.88
	
	MR Dirt - Snow Plowing & salting

	30,928.26
	
	Neal-Lynn, Inc. - EWP BR-18-023

	101,929.46
	
	Neal-Lynn, Inc. - EWP BR-18-024

	286.03
	
	Penelec - Electric Old Section

	159.27
	
	Penelec - Electric New Section

	316.88
	
	Quill - office & Restroom supplies

	30.00
	
	River Valley Waste Management - garbage collection

	44.64
	
	Robert W. Sweppenheiser II - Mileage

	111.84
	
	Theresa A. Flynn-Belles - Mileage

	210.72
	
	Timothy M. Robson - Mileage

	14.40
	
	Tori Welliver - Mileage

	450.67
	
	Valley Energy - gas

	
	
	

	 $  139,214.37 
	
	Total General Account Bills to be Paid

	   
	
	

	
	
	General Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	100.00
	
	Our Lady of Perpetualv Help Parish - Memory of Charles Palmer, Jr

	50.00
	
	Shriners Hospital - In Memory of Janice Decker Chase

	50.00
	
	American Cancer Society - In Memory of Janice Decker Chase

	49.70
	
	Daily Review - Meeting change notice

	86.40
	
	Davis, Richard - 180 Field Day miles 2019

	30.00
	
	River Valley Waste Management, LLC - Garbage Collection

	116.07
	
	Voyager Fleet Systems, Inc. - Truck Fuel

	120.00
	
	Commonwealth of PA Clean Water Fund - New Fortress Energy Earth Disturbance

	99.92
	
	Wysox Municipal Authority - Dec Water & Sewer

	266.67
	
	Visa - pay JM credit card

	1,166.00
	
	Visa - pay NAD credit card

	299.14
	
	Visa - pay JDQ credit card

	324.30
	
	Visa - pay CSY credit card

	
	
	

	 $      2,758.20 
	
	Total General Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	
	
	General Account Bills Paid by Credit Card Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	22.98
	
	Endless Supply Co. - Feeder Fish & Worms

	18.00
	
	Endless Supply Co. - Fish Supplies

	1.05
	
	Endless Supply Co. - Fish Supplies - Nylon Filter

	20.00
	
	Penn State Extension - PSU Crop Conference

	1,285.00
	
	Postmaster - Stamps

	7.98
	
	Endless Supply Co. -  Worms

	65.00
	
	PayPal - TAFB - Registration 2020 Staff Conf

	69.40
	
	Riverstone Inn -  Director Board mtg lunch KH;BZ;NH;AH;TV

	27.77
	
	Riverstone Inn -  Staff Board mtg lunch CSY;NAD;JDQ

	25.65
	
	The Flying Cow - Earth Day Mtg refreshments

	109.89
	
	Wyndham - Lodging - CSY PACD JAC

	39.92
	
	Inffuse - Events Calendar Subscription - 1 yr

	8.46
	
	McDonalds - Meal - State Water Planning mtg CSY

	20.85
	
	Community Cup - Personnel Mtg

	212.25
	
	Fisher Scientific - Ed Materials powerwheel bundle

	22.90
	
	PA Fish & Boat Commission - CSY Fishing license for eels

	228.99
	
	Gearhart Industry - BC Director Gift

	16.96
	
	Weebly - 1 month subscription e commerce

	149.84
	
	American Eagle - DMR - Clothing Allowance

	10.00
	
	Square - Subscription

	
	
	

	 $      2,362.89 
	
	Total General Account Bills Paid by Credit Card Since Last Meeting

	   
	
	

	 $  141,972.57 
	
	Total General Account Bills 

	
	
	

	
	
	Income Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	834.00
	
	Interseeder - Sugarbranch

	660.38
	
	Interseeder - Zimmerman

	3,281.60
	
	Interseeder - Howard

	261.79
	
	NM - Sullivan CD 9-30-19

	250.00
	
	GP 3 - Moore

	250.00
	
	GP3 - Wilmot

	500.00
	
	NPDES - Bristol Development

	1,300.00
	
	Plan Review - Bristol Development

	1,080.00
	
	Soil Test kits - Sechrist

	200.00
	
	Donation - Soil Health - Claverack

	5,154.23
	
	Ag Conservation Tech 9-30-19

	4,552.50
	
	USDA office rent

	500.00
	
	NPDES - Guthrie

	1,250.00
	
	Plan Review - Guthrie

	150.00
	
	Soil Health Sponsor - Preferred Seed

	23,786.53
	
	Chesapeake Bay Engineer 9-30-19

	140,903.00
	
	CDFAP - Admin Assist Dec 2019

	1,213.25
	
	Interest

	
	
	

	 $  186,127.28 
	
	Total General Account Income Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	  
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account

	
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills To Be Paid  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	 $                   -   
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills To Be Paid 

	
	
	

	
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting  

	
	
	

	350.00
	
	wysox Fire Company Aux. - D&G Annual update meeting

	
	
	

	 $         350.00 
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	 $         350.00 
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Bills

	
	
	

	
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Income Since Last Meeting  

	
	
	

	1,949.64
	
	Interest Jan

	 $      1,949.64 
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Income



Al Herman made a motion to accept the treasurer's report and pay the bills.  Daryl Miller seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.

CORRESPONDENCE:

    1
FARMSHINE

    #2
BAY JOURNAL
    #3
Copy of local foods guide

    #4
Troy Fair information

    #5
Wysox Township Municipal Authority – Request to inspect water system

    #6
DEP, NCRO Waterways and Wetlands

· Copy of GP Acknowledgment Notification to Chesapeake Appalachia, LLC for the Nina Location Stream Bank Stabilization project, Asylum Township

· Copy of Water Obstruction & Encroachment Permit to Chief Oil & Gas LLC for the Benspond to SGL-12 Hardy Unit Temporary Aboveground Waterline, Overton Township

· Copy of Water Obstruction & Encroachment Permit Issuance to Repsol Oil & Gas, USA for the Warner to Bennett Pipeline, Stevens Township.

· Copy of Failure to Submit 2019 Annual Report and Expiration of PAG -12 GP Coverage to Gorrell Dairy, Smithfield Township.

    #7
Copy of NACD Technical Assistance Grants Summary Report

    #8
Thank you card from the Chase Family



The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 PM by Keith Heimbach, Chairperson.


The next meeting of the Bradford County Conservation District will be on March 2, 2020, at 12:30 PM at the Stoll Natural Resource Center, Wysox, PA.









Respectfully submitted,









Jenny Marino








Administrative Assistant
February 2020 DEP Conservation District

Field Rep Talking Points

Approved: Conservation District Advisory Committee, Nominations and Terms – At its 
January 22, 2020 meeting, the Commission approved the establishment of the “Conservation District Advisory Committee” (CDAC).  This committee that will provide input to the Commission regarding policies that affect the operations and management of county conservation districts.  The following Conservation District directors and staff nominations and terms were approved by the Commission.

[image: image1.emf]Region CD Director CD Staff

NW John Kolojejchick, Venango (1-year term) Doug Beri, Indiana (3-year term)

NC Joseph Kendrick, Clearfield (2-year term) Erica Tomlinson, Tioga (1-year term)

NE Chuck Gould, Monroe (3-year term) Michelle Long, Pike (2-year term)

SW VACANT (1-year term) Todd Thornburg, Washinton (3-year term)

SC Dr. Dennis Johnson, Huntingdon (2-year term) Dean Druckenmiller, Berks (1-year term)

SE VACANT (3-year term) Chris Strohmaier, Chester (2-year term)


Additionally, the following advisors were approved.

[image: image2.emf]SCC Member at LargeRon Kopp 

CDFR Advisor Linda Mackey

PACD Advisor Brenda Shambaugh

NRCS Advisor Denise Coleman


The CDAC still needs nominations for two director vacancies, one for the DEP Southeast Region and one for the DEP Southwest Region. If there are directors interested in filling these vacancies, please contact the Commission at (717) 787-8821 or send nominations to Barb Buckingham at bbuckingha@pa.gov. 
Approved: SCC/DEP/PDA Memorandum of Understanding – This Memorandum of Understanding defines and delineates the roles and responsibilities of both DEP and PDA in assisting the Commission in fulfilling its duties. These duties include a general duty to support and provide oversight to county conservation districts, as well as a duty to develop, implement and enforce programs assigned by law to the Commission.

Update: Chapter 102 e-Permitting – Requirements gathering continues and the development work has begun. It is anticipated that a beta system will be available for testing by districts and DEP later this year.  It is also anticipated that training will be provided electronically through the Clean Water Academy using screen captures of a mock review being completed electronically.

Update: PAG-01, PAG-02, and Corresponding SOPs - PAG-02 was reissued for a new 5-year term on December 7, 2019.  PAG-01 is under final review and may be published within a few weeks.  DEP has delivered two two-hour webinars on the PAG-02 General Permit and individual permit and the corresponding SOPs.  These webinars are posted to the Clean Water Academy along with two Question & Answer documents that address all questions raised during the webinars.  DEP is planning to provide similar training when PAG-01 is published.

Update: Chapter 102 Delegation Agreement Evaluations – DEP will begin district evaluations in earnest this year.  Following the evaluations, districts will receive a draft report for comment prior to the DEP finalizing the report. 

Update: Vacant Conservation District Field Representative Positions – DEP thanks those districts that provided letters supporting the Conservation District Field Representatives (CDFRs).  DEP appreciates the insightful feedback and agrees that the CDFRs are an invaluable resource that provides support to the conservation districts, regional offices, and across the state.  Be assured that DEP will take the provided feedback into careful consideration in developing new initiatives and work to improve the existing administration of the many programs implemented by DEP and conservation district staff.  Additionally, DEP will remain engaged with the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts and the State Conservation Commission as we evaluate the effectiveness and efficiency of these programs.

2020 Dates to Remember:
SCC Meetings
March 10
Harrisburg

May 12
Harrisburg

July 22
Wyndham Garden State College, Boalsburg

September 15
Harrisburg

November 10
Harrisburg

LDC Building for Tommoww – Staff Conference


February 12-13
Wyndham Garden State College, Boalsburg

LDC Building for Tomorrow - Regional Director Trainings


February 26
Clinton County CD


February 27
Monroe County CD


March 4
Erie County CD


March 5
Westmoreland CD


March 10
Berks County CD


March 11
Cumberland County CD

Spring 102/105 Technical Training


March 16-19 (Basic/Refresher)
Wyndham Gardens State College, Boalsburg


March 31-April 2 (Topic Based)
Wyndham Gardens State College, Boalsburg

Agricultural Conservation Technical “Boot Camp” Training


April 6-10 (Basic Level)
Keystone Conference Center, Ft. Indiantown Gap


April 27-May 1 (Level II)
Keystone Conference Center, Ft. Indiantown Gap

Spring PACD Region Meetings

March 24
SC Regional Meeting


Cumberland Conservation District, Carlisle

March 26
NC Regional Meeting


Clinton Conservation District, Mill Hall

March 31
SW Regional Meeting


Westmoreland Conservation District, Greensburg

April 3
NE Regional Meeting


DEP NE Regional Office, Wilkes-Barre

April 22
NW Regional Meeting


Venango County (location TBA)

April 30
SE Regional Meeting


Henning’s Market, Harleysville

PACD/SCC Joint Annual Conference 

July 22-23
Wyndham Garden State College, Boalsburg

Conservation District Watershed Specialist Meeting


October 6-8
Toftrees Golf Resort, State College

Also, check the Conservation District Training/Special Events Calendar at, www.PACD.org Select the "Events" tab and then the "Training Calendar" tab. 
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