BRADFORD COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Stoll Natural Resource Center

200 Lake Road, Suite E, Towanda, PA 18848

Telephone (570)265-5539 Ext. 6
MARCH 2020 MEETING


The March 2020 meeting of the Bradford County Conservation District was called to order by Keith Heimbach, Chairperson of the BCCD, on March 3, 2020, at 12:30 PM, at the Stoll Natural Resource Center, Wysox, PA.


District Directors attending the meeting were:  Keith Heimbach, Alvin Herman, Robert Miller, Brian Zeidner, and Nicole Harris. 

Others attending the meeting were:  Michael Hanawalt – Natural Resources Conservation Service, Casey Guindon – Penn State Extension, Cathy Yeakel – District Manager, Rob Sweppenheiser – District Engineer, Daniel Rhodes – Education Coordinator, Nathan Dewing – Ag. Team Leader, Kristin Pepper – Dirt & Gravel Roads Specialist, Tim Robson – Dirt & Gravel Roads Specialist, Brad Cummings – Conservation Technician, Jen Johns – Chesapeake Bay Foundation, John Sullivan – Associate Director, Jenny Marino – Administrative Assistant, and Janet MacWhinnie – Accounts Supervisor.


Al Herman made a motion to accept the February 2020 Minutes as written.  Rob Miller seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.

REPORTS FROM COOPERATING AGENCIES AND GUESTS:


Chesapeake Bay Foundation – Jen Johns reported that CBF had carbon reduction funding available and it was open Pennsylvania.  This would include forest buffers, rotational grazing, and soil health.  The funding would be $5,000 an acre with the stipulation that the areas need to be shovel ready.  

Janet MacWhinnie -  This is Janet’s last Board Meeting as Accounts Supervisor before she retires.  Janet thanked the Board and the Staff for the last 28 years.  

Penn State Extension – Casey Guindon reported that Penn State Extension had recently held their crop conference at the Wysox Fire Hall with a good turnout.  She thanked Kevin Brown, Miranda Neville, and Nate Dewing for their help with the event.  The Ag Safety Expo will be held March 18th in University Park.  A pasture workshop will be held at the Stoll Natural Resource Center on March 24th.  March 26th pesticide testing will be done at the Penn State Extension Office from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  Farm Energy Day will be held April 24th at the Troy Sale Barn. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service – Mike Hanawalt reported that the EQIP deadline had been extended to March 20th.  The Soil Health Conference will be March 18th at the Wysox Fire Hall. 

Claverack – Brian Zeidner reported that it had been a busy month with working on PR events and safety trainings throughout the schools.  Research was continuing on electric vehicles. 

NEW BUSINESS:


Property Acquisition – Brian Zeidner made a motion to move forward with an appraisal on the 3 acres of property for sale next to the District.  Al Herman seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 

D&G Accounts– Rob Miller made a motion to transfer DGLVR accounts to First Citizens Community Bank for higher interest rates.  The accounts at PS Bank should then be closed. Al Herman seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 

Banking- Brian Zeidner made a motion to remove Jenny Marino as a signer on all bank accounts as of April 6, 2020 and add her to internet banking access.  Rob Miller seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
PROGRAM UPDATES:


Tech Team Retreat – The Tech Team retreat was held recently at the Community Cup. The staff had good conversation. The focus for the upcoming year will be education.  

D&G Annual Meeting -  The meeting will be held at the Wysox Fire Hall on March 19th from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  PA One Call and the PA Game Commission will be guest speakers.  

ESI- Cathy Yeakel reported that she and Joe Quatrini had met with Senator Yaw to discuss flooding issues and ESI trainings. Senator Yaw would like all Conservation Districts to hold ESI trainings, much like Bradford County has done. Cathy Yeakel volunteered to poll other District Managers on the issue.  It was the general consensus that other Districts do not have the funding or the staffing to implement these.  

Interseeder- There has been an ongoing issue with unpaid interseeder invoices.  The Ag team is going to work on implementing a policy for late payments.  


Upcoming Events – Janet MacWhinnie’s retirement party will be March 23rd at noon at the Stoll Natural Resource Center.  Tree packing will be held April 15th starting at 9:00 AM. Volunteers are needed.  Earth Day is scheduled for April 25th from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.   The Leopold Conservation Field Day will be held May 9th from 10:00 AM to 2:30 PM at Mt. Glen Farm.  
TREASURER'S REPORT:

	
	
	

	
	
	Treasurers Report

	
	
	March 2, 2020

	1,578,907.88
	
	PS D&G Road Municipal Balance

	83,640.89
	
	PS D&G Courtesy Checking 

	14,893.93
	
	PS D&G LVR Municipal

	238,864.61
	
	PS General Municipal Fund

	3,125.89
	
	PS General Courtesy Account

	13,986.77
	
	e-commerce Acct

	64,352.94
	
	Manchester Memorial

	1,030,879.05
	
	First Citizens Municipal Fund

	213,161.34
	
	First Citizens Checking

	70,344.42
	
	First Citizens Ag Reserve

	
	
	

	$3,312,157.72 
	
	Total 

	 
	
	

	
	
	General Account Bills to be Paid

	
	
	

	100.00
	
	Central Bradford County Chamber of Comm CBCC 2020 dues

	46.97
	
	Arey Building Supply, Inc. Ed Materials

	195,236.10
	
	Bradford County Commissioners 123119 Staff Salaries

	344.96
	
	Bradley W. Cummings Mileage and Clothing Allowance

	327.84
	
	 Cathy Yeakel Mileage

	26.40
	
	Daniel Rhodes Mileage

	224.25
	
	Fisher Scientific Powerwheel bundle

	50.00
	
	Histands Farm & Home Service Sponsor open house

	900.00
	
	Johnson, Susan February Cleaning

	112.80
	
	Jonathan Vannoy Mileage

	600.24
	
	Joseph  D. Quatrini Mileage and Equipment

	100.80
	
	Kristin Pepper Mileage

	102.57
	
	Miranda E. Neville Mileage and Clothing Allowance

	285.75
	
	Penelec Electric old section

	2,880.00
	
	Penn State University Soil test kits

	50.00
	
	Pennsylvania Farmland Preservation Assn. Membership

	202.89
	
	Quill-Office and Restroom 2847242

	20.64
	
	Robert W. Sweppenheiser II Mileage

	50.00
	
	Rovendale Ag & Barn Sponsorship

	18.82
	
	Theresa A. Flynn-Belles Meal

	447.64
	
	Thompson Sports & Apparel Staff Clothing

	122.40
	
	Timothy M. Robson Mileage

	130.82
	
	Tori Welliver  Mileage

	496.96
	
	Valley Energy gas 97728120

	
	
	

	 $  202,878.85 
	
	Total General Account Bills to be Paid

	   
	
	

	
	
	General Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	275.07
	
	Deluxe Check Order

	89.51
	
	Comcast Building Internet

	374.00
	
	Northern Tier Career Center Green Career Day Lunch

	199.54
	
	Visa  NAD Credit Card

	668.99
	
	Visa Pay CSY Credit Card

	1,720.66
	
	Visa Pay JM Credit Card

	127.00
	
	Erie Insurance Building Liability

	159.49
	
	Penelec Electric new section

	133.76
	
	Voyager Fleet Systems, Inc. Truck Fuel

	160.60
	
	Wysox Municipal Authority Water and Sewer - Feb

	
	
	

	 $  3,908.62
	
	Total General Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	
	
	General Account Bills Paid by Credit Card Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	15.00
	
	Endless Supply Co. Feeder Fish

	210.00
	
	Community Cup Tech Team Retreat

	149.39
	
	Olivers Pub & Grill Admin Retreat - CSY, JAM, KHD, JennyM

	35.00
	
	Postmaster Postage - DG Postcards

	35.00
	
	Postage - Gen

	990.00
	
	Postage - Gen

	20.12
	
	Endless Supply Co. Feeder Fish

	49.80
	
	Riverstone Inn Meals - Director Board mtg lunch KH;BZ;NH;AH;DM

	9.96
	
	Riverstone Inn Meals - Staff Board mtg lunch CSY

	42.40
	
	Dollar Tree DG Ed - Annual Municipal training

	16.53
	
	The Flying Cow  Staff Meeting Refreshements

	31.82
	
	Amazon.com Tsunami Simulator Marine Glue & Plastic Bonding

	102.84
	
	Wyndham Lodging - JDQ PALMS conf

	8.47
	
	Original Italian Pizza Meal - CSY State Envirothon Lunch

	11.53
	
	Dine In Meal - CSY NC Managers Meeting

	127.93
	
	Tractor Supply DG Gloves for Municipalities

	5.77
	
	Griggs Coffee Meal - coffee mtg w/ Carrie R Sullivan CD, CSY

	17.46
	
	Dandy Mini Mart Batteries

	30.12
	
	Fry BrosTurkey Ranch Meal - Lunch CSY, JDQ Pre Senator Yaw ESI Meeting

	47.99
	
	Amazon.com Tsunami Simulator Marine Glue & Plastic Bonding

	34.65
	
	Amazon.com Fake Presentation Check Dry Erase oversized

	175.00
	
	PALMS Registration PALMS annual conf TAFB

	175.00
	
	PALMS Registration PALMS Annual conf JDQ

	
	
	

	 $      2,341.78 
	
	Total General Account Bills Paid by Credit Card Since Last Meeting

	   
	
	

	 $  206,787.47 
	
	Total General Account Bills 

	
	
	

	
	
	Income Since Last Meeting

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Arey Lumber Co

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Bradco

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Century 21

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Claverack

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Decristo

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - First Citizens

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Growmark

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Hardenstine

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Hawbaker

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Histands

	50.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Johnson Quarries

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Judsons

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Mac Builders

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Mountain Lake Electric

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - PS Bank

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Root Construction

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - S. Andrulonis

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Shaffers Feed

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Solid Ground Services

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Strong

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Thrush

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Valley Gas

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Warner

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Wyalusing Farm & Home

	25.00
	
	Affiliate Membership - Wysox Sand & Gravel

	300.00
	
	Donation - Envirothon - PA Trappers Assn

	500.00
	
	Donation - Green Career Day - New Fortress

	50.00
	
	Donation - Wilcox Seven - Duane Wilcox Memorial

	3,000.00
	
	Earth Day Chief

	1,500.00
	
	Environthon Chief

	50.00
	
	ESI Training - Johnson Quarries

	99,642.29
	
	EWP Payment #6

	170,325.00
	
	EWP Payment 5

	250.00
	
	GP3 - Lehman

	250.00
	
	GP3 - RM Land Develop

	250.00
	
	GP3 - Sivers

	250.00
	
	GP3 Wilson

	200.00
	
	GP4 - Miller Bros

	2,000.00
	
	Green Career Day Chief

	311.63
	
	Interseeder

	31,960.00
	
	Isbell Site

	23,200.00
	
	Manchester Scholarship refund to district

	1,400.00
	
	Partial Payment Interseeder

	250.00
	
	Plan Review Dandy Mini Marts

	50.00
	
	Pond Assitance - Harden

	3,000.00
	
	Rome Twp - Culvert Design

	30.00
	
	Soil Health

	15.00
	
	Soil Health - Klim

	30.00
	
	Soil Health - Perry

	15.00
	
	Soil Health Workshop - Zerbe

	30.00
	
	Soil Health-Broome County CD

	15.00
	
	Soil Health-Burke

	100.00
	
	Soil test Kits

	45.00
	
	Soil Test Kits - Neville

	203.27
	
	Sullivan CD NM 123119

	5,146.22
	
	Tree Sale

	25.00
	
	Tree Tube Sales

	4,552.50
	
	USDA office rent Feb

	80,000.00
	
	USC Browns Creek

	13,198.51
	
	Watershed Specialist 12-31-19

	1,373.90
	
	Interest Feb

	15,000.00
	
	USC Saterlee Creek

	 $  459,168.32 
	
	Total General Account Income Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	  
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account

	
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills To Be Paid  

	49.69
	
	Gambal DG Postcards

	385.11
	
	Gambal DG Newsletter

	72,601.00
	
	Sheshequin Township Final Payment Goose Hollow

	 $    73,035.80 
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills To Be Paid 

	
	
	

	
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	 $                   -   
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	 $                   -   
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Bills

	
	
	

	
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Income Since Last Meeting  

	
	
	

	1,733.25
	
	Interest Feb

	 $      1,733.25 
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Income



Al Herman  made a motion to accept the treasurer's report and pay the bills.  Brian Zeidner seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.

CORRESPONDENCE:

        #1
FARMSHINE

    #2
ENDLESS MOUNTAINS MAGAZINE

    #3
Pennsylvania ANGLER & BOATER
    #4
Sponsorship request for the Towanda Rotary Club Wine and Beer Festival

    #5
Penn State Dairy Team Events Schedule

    #6
DEP, NCRO Waterways and Wetlands

· Copy of GP Acknowledgement Notification to Sunoco Pipeline LP, for the Sunoco Pipeline, Columbia Township.

· Copies of Withdraw of General Permits for the following:

· Albany Township, Dempsey Hill Road Culvert Replacement

· Albany Township, Bendt Hill Road Culvert Replacement

· Albany Township, Sayman Road Culvert Replacement

· Overton Township, Morris Road Culvert Replacement

· Overton Township, Dibble Road Culvert Replacement

· Overton Township, Branch Road Culvert Replacement

· Overton Township, Deep Hollow Road 3 Culvert Replacement

· Overton Township, Deep Hollow Road 7 Culvert Replacement

· Overton Township, Deep Hollow Road 8 Culvert Replacement

· Overton Township, Marshall Road Culvert Replacement

· Copy of General Permit Acknowledgement Notification to Towanda Country Club, Inc for the Country Club Bridge Rehabilitations, Wysox Township

· Copy of Notice of Violation to Nelson Wells for Chapter 102 and Chapter 105 Violations on the Nelson A Welles II Property, Wysox Township

    #7
DEP, District Oil and Gas Operations

· Copy of Water Obstruction & Encroachment Permit to Repsol Oil and Gas USA for the Alexander to Dobson Pipeline, Armenia Township

· Copy of ESCGP-3 Permit to Regency Marcellus Gas Gathering, LLC for Hardy East Natural Gas Pipeline, Overton Township

· Copy of GP Acknowledgement Notifications to Chesapeake Appalachia, LLC for the following:

· North Marcellus Mad Dog – McEnaney WP Temporary Waterline, Terry and Wilmot Townships

· North Marcellus Brown Homestead – Shaffer WI Temporary Waterline, Wyalusing Township

    #8
DEP, Monshannon District Mining Office,

· Copy of BMP GP-104 to John Preston for the LaFrance Quarry, Wyalusing Township.


The meeting was adjourned at 1:09 PM by Keith Heimbach, Chairperson.


The next meeting of the Bradford County Conservation District will be on April 6, 2020, at 12:30 PM at the Stoll Natural Resource Center, Wysox, PA.









Respectfully submitted,









Jenny Marino








Administrative Assistant
March 2020 DEP Conservation District

Field Rep Talking Points

Update: Governor Wolf’s Proposed FY 2020-21 Budget – On February 4th, Governor Wolf presented his FY 2020-21 proposed state budget to a joint session of the House and Senate.  Major line items for conservation districts within PDA and DEP were funded level with last year’s budget line items.  The overall General Fund budget is $36.056 billion, an increase of $1.460 billion, or 4.22 percent over the prior year.  

New SCC Staff for the Conservation Excellence Grant (CEG) Program – Commission staff continue to work on developing the three components of the Conservation Excellence Program (Tax Credits, Loans and Grants).  Eric Cromer will start with the State Conservation Commission on March 2nd and will assist with the implementation of the CEG Pilot Program.  Eric comes to the Commission from the Fulton County Conservation District. 

Chapter 105 Dam Safety and Waterway Management, Proposed Regulatory Revisions – DEP is currently developing changes to the Chapter 105 Dam Safety and Waterway Management Regulations (Title 25, Part I., Subpart C., Article II, Chapter 105).  DEP is proposing amendments to clarify existing requirements, delete obsolete requirements, and incorporating new or revised definitions.  DEP continues to work with DEP’s Conservation District 105 Advisory Committee on these proposed changes. 

Help Tell the Story, the 2020 PA Farm Conservation Practices Inventory is Underway - Farmers in Adams, Franklin, Lancaster and York counties are invited to participate in a very important survey to inventory conservation practices on their farms. The survey is being administered by the Penn State Survey Research Center in cooperation with PSU, DEP, PDA, SCC, PACD, PennAg Industries, PA Farm Bureau, PA Farmers Union, PA Assoc. of Sustainable Agriculture, and Professional Dairy Managers of PA.  A Letter and Survey were mailed in February to farm landowners in Adams, Franklin, Lancaster and York counties. Participating in this survey will help Pennsylvania agriculture get the credit it deserves for improving water quality. Please note that names and locational information will be kept completely confidential.  If you did not receive survey by March 6 and would like one, please contact Penn State Survey Research Center at: http://src.survey.psu.edu/farmbmp or 1-800-648-3617.  The survey closes April 1st.

2020 Dates to Remember:
SCC Meetings
March 10
Harrisburg

May 12
Harrisburg

July 22
Wyndham Garden State College, Boalsburg

September 15
Harrisburg

November 10
Harrisburg

LDC Building for Tomorrow - Regional Director Trainings


February 26
Clinton County CD


February 27
Monroe County CD


March 4
Erie County CD


March 5
Westmoreland CD


March 10
Berks County CD


March 11
Cumberland County CD

Regional Roundtable Meetings


March 5
SE – Philadelphia Water Dept. Office, Philadelphia


March 12
NE – DEP NE Regional Office, Wilkes-Barre


April 8
NC – DEP NC Regional Office, Williamsport

Chesapeake Bay Program Conservation District and PA Agency Staff Meeting (All Bay Mtg.)


March 9 (Snow Date: March 11)
Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove

Spring 102/105 Technical Training


March 16-19 (Basic/Refresher)
Wyndham Gardens State College, Boalsburg


March 31-April 2 (Topic Based)
Wyndham Gardens State College, Boalsburg

Agricultural Conservation Technical “Boot Camp” Training


April 6-10 (Basic Level)
Keystone Conference Center, Ft. Indiantown Gap


April 27-May 1 (Level II)
Keystone Conference Center, Ft. Indiantown Gap

Spring PACD Region Meetings

March 24
SC Regional Meeting


Cumberland Conservation District, Carlisle

March 26
NC Regional Meeting


Clinton Conservation District, Mill Hall

March 31
SW Regional Meeting


Westmoreland Conservation District, Greensburg

April 3
NE Regional Meeting


DEP NE Regional Office, Wilkes-Barre

April 22
NW Regional Meeting


Venango County (location TBA)

April 30
SE Regional Meeting


Henning’s Market, Harleysville

PACD/SCC Joint Annual Conference 

July 22-23
Wyndham Garden State College, Boalsburg

Conservation District Management Summit


Sept. 2-3
Wyndham Gardens State College, Boalsburg

Conservation District Watershed Specialist Meeting


October 6-8
Toftrees Golf Resort, State College

Also, check the Conservation District Training/Special Events Calendar at, www.PACD.org Select the "Events" tab and then the "Training Calendar" tab. 
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