BRADFORD COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Stoll Natural Resource Center

200 Lake Road, Suite E, Towanda, PA 18848

Telephone (570)265-5539 Ext. 6
June 2021 MEETING


The June 2021 meeting of the Bradford County Conservation District was called to order by Keith Heimbach, Chairperson of the BCCD, on June 7, 2021, at 12:30 PM, at the Stoll Natural Resource Center, Wysox, PA.


District Directors attending the meeting were:  Keith Heimbach, Al Herman, Rob Miller, Daryl Miller, Tony Ventello, and Nicole Harris.

Others attending the meeting were: Cathy Yeakel – District Manager, John Sullivan – Associate Director, Bruce Chase – Associate Director, Kevin Brown – Ag Resource Specialist, Adam Chorba – Forest Specialist, Kristin Pepper – Dirt & Gravel Roads Specialist, Joe Quatrini – Watershed Specialist, Amy Kneller – Ag. Resource Specialist, Dan Rhodes – Education Coordinator, Brad Cummings – Conservation Technician, Jonathan VanNoy – Natural Resource Specialist, Tori Bristol - Dirt & Gravel Roads Specialist, Tess Flynn-Belles – Natural Resource Specialist, Jaci Kerstetter – DEP, Jenny Marino – Accounts Supervisor.

Adam Chorba, the new Forest Specialist was introduced.


Daryl Miller made a motion to accept the May 2021 Minutes as written. Tony Ventello seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.
REPORTS FROM COOPERATING AGENCIES AND GUESTS:


Bradford County Commissioners – Daryl Miller reported that the construction of the Public Safety Building was nearly complete.  A grand opening with tours will be announced soon.  The 911 staff are being trained on all the new equipment.  The fiber project continues to move forward.  Contracts with landowners are being signed to host new towers for the 911 system.  Space on the towers can be leased to cell companies to enhance service to the entire county.   Covid – 19 cases continue to decline.  

Central Bradford Progress Authority – Tony Ventello reported that Claverack is looking at being a last mile provider for the fiber project.  Approximately $400,000 has been distributed to aid the hospitality industry locally. Guthrie has had some large projects which is good news for rural healthcare. Loans and business investment have started to pick up again. The staff of the Central Bradford Progress Authority has outgrown its office space and will soon be moving to a new office on the 2nd floor of the Progress Building.  Planning for an annual meeting has started.  

DEP - Jaci Kerstetter highlighted the DEP talking points (see attached).
OLD BUSINESS:


Forestry Position – Tony Ventello made a motion to approve the hiring of Adam Chorba as the new Forest Specialist.  Daryl Miller seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 

District Engineer – Nicole Harris made a motion to approve the hiring of Patrick Cullen as the new District Engineer. His start date is July 12, 2021. Al Herman seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.  
NEW BUSINESS:

Administrative Assistant Position – Nicole Harris made a motion to approve the hiring of Megan Brown, with a start date of June 21, 2021.  Al Herman seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 

65th Anniversary – The planning of this celebration is underway.  It will be held at Mt. Pisgah on July 16, 2021 from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  There will be live music, food trucks, the underwater drone, and other educational stations.  

Troy Fair -  A sheet will be sent out to sign up for shifts to cover the District booth.  The Fair is the last week of July.  The District will have a tank with fish this year. Daryl Miller made a motion to be a Cattle Barn Sponsor for the Troy Fair, in the amount of $250.  Al Herman seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 


QAB Minutes – Al Herman made a motion to approve the QAB minutes.  Rob Miller seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.  

Dirt and Gravel Roads Contracts – Al Herman made a motion to approve the following contracts:

Ulster Township for Forrest Road in the amount of $131,771.00
Canton Township for Williams Hollow Road in the amount of $171,275.60.

Nicole Harris seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 


2021 D&G Ranking – Daryl Miller made a motion to approve the 2021 rankings.  Tony Ventello seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 


2021 LVR Ranking – Al Herman made a motion to approve the 2021 rankings.  Tony Ventello seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.  


Equipment Show – Rob Miller made a motion to approve purchasing space for a booth at the Bradford Tioga Equipment Show, held at the Troy Fair grounds, for the amount of $200. Al Herman seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 


Stream Contract with DEP – Daryl Miller made a motion to approve a contract with Bill Kcenich for 2 stream rehab projects in the amount of $32,700.00.  The projects are in Athens Township and Wysox Township.  Al Herman seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.  


CB Engineer – Tony Ventello made a motion to submit an application for funding Patrick Cullen’s position.  Daryl Miller seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
PROGRAM UPDATES:


CIG  – Staff reported that the application for this grant was turned down.  The project proposed was using wood by-products to improve soil health.  The reason given for the rejection was that the project was not innovative enough.  

Interseeder -  Improvements are being made to the interseeder.  Section control, every 15 feet is being installed.  Back up cameras were purchased and mounted to have better vision of the sections.  Funding for this was obtained by staff, in part from Tioga County.  The interseeder will be going to Chester County in July.  

Envirothon – Dan Rhodes reported that 6 teams competed in the virtual Bradford County competition. 
TREASURER REPORT:


	
	
	Treasurers Report

	
	
	June 7, 2021

	164,057.16
	
	PS General Municipal Fund

	193,448.92
	
	PS General Courtesy Account

	19,976.82
	
	e-commerce Acct

	55,303.75
	
	Manchester Memorial

	1,550,769.05
	
	First Citizens Municipal Fund

	28,726.34
	
	First Citizens Checking

	70,600.88
	
	First Citizens Ag Reserve

	0.79
	
	First Citizens LVR Checking

	9,106.93
	
	First Citizens D&G Checking

	129,383.38
	
	First Citizens LVR Municipal

	1,440,395.35
	
	First Citizens D&G Municipal

	200,000.00
	
	First Citizens BC Watershed Fund

	18,257.00
	
	Vanguard Account

	
	
	

	$3,880,026.37 
	
	Total 

	 
	
	

	
	
	General Account Bills to be Paid

	
	
	

	304.66
	
	Adam D. Chorba Mileage

	138.81
	
	Amy P. Kneller Mileage

	48.75
	
	Becky Brown Yard Work

	191,951.45
	
	Bradford County Commissioners Employee Reimubrusements

	353.50
	
	BSFL Blue Bird and Wood Duck Boxes

	437.29
	
	Bradley W. Cummings Mileage and Expenses

	234.35
	
	Cathy S. Yeakel Mileage

	8.72
	
	Daniel Rhodes Mileage

	77.49
	
	Histands Farm & Home Service Shipping for Interseeding part

	1,050.00
	
	Susan Johnson May 2021 Cleaning

	57.23
	
	Jonathan Vannoy Mileage

	644.67
	
	Joseph  D. Quatrini Mileage and Expenses

	93.75
	
	Kevin Brown Lawn Care

	92.57
	
	Kevin Brown Mileage and Expenses

	60.00
	
	Megan Brown Lawn Care

	58.32
	
	Miranda E. Neville Mileage

	265.85
	
	Nathan A. Dewing Mileage & Expenses

	39.00
	
	NTSWA Garbage Removal

	260.71
	
	Penelec Old Station

	140.69
	
	Quill Office Suplies

	400.58
	
	Theresa A. Flynn-Belles Mileage

	353.71
	
	Timothy M. Robson Mileage

	152.60
	
	Tori Bristol Mileage

	209.02
	
	Valley Energy gas 

	10,098.00
	
	Williams Forestry & Associates DCNR - WPC Hardenstine Contract

	6,510.00
	
	Williams Forestry & Associates DCNR - WPC Allis Contract

	250.00
	
	Troy Fair Sponsor - Cattle Barn

	115.00
	
	Trunk's Heating & Air - AC Repair

	33.13
	
	Keeler Newspapers Ad for Bids Parking Lot Paving

	440.41
	
	Daily Review - Admin Assit, Engineer and Bid Notice

	340.28
	
	Voyager - Truck Fuel

	
	
	

	 $  215,220.54 
	
	Total General Account Bills to be Paid

	   
	
	

	
	
	General Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	1,088.00
	
	The Procter & Gamble Paper Products Co Tree Sale Refund

	6,437.37
	
	Musser Forests Seedling Sale

	1,798.00
	
	Erie Insurance Commercial Auto Policy

	89.51
	
	Comcast Building Internet

	360.00
	
	Penn State University Soil Test kits for PACD NPS mini grant

	50.00
	
	Pennsylvania Farmland Preservation Assn. Membership 2021

	539.93
	
	Visa CSY Visa Payment

	716.89
	
	Visa NT Visa Payment

	172.34
	
	Wysox Municipal Authority Water & Sewer - April

	706.00
	
	Wysox Precast & Supply Stone for Parking lot and Mulch for landscaping Stoll Center

	7,700.00
	
	Bluebird Ridge Farm Services USC Contract - Hardenstine 50% Down Payment

	127.82
	
	Penelec New Station

	
	
	

	 $    19,785.86 
	
	Total General Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	
	
	General Account Bills Paid by Credit Card Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	10.07
	
	Roof Jewelers & Awards AC Name Plate

	43.80
	
	Postmaster Postage - Envirothon mailing

	296.80
	
	Delux Checks Checks for FCCB General

	16.36
	
	Dandy Mini Mart Worms for Turtle and Eels

	24.53
	
	Amazon.com Glue Sticks and Batteries

	49.49
	
	Riverstone Inn  Lunch for Admin Assist interviews

	30.74
	
	Weebly 1 month subscription website

	12.73
	
	Endless Supply Co. Worms for turtle and eels

	16.97
	
	Hurleys IGA Rolls and Dinnerware for Work Bee Lunch

	8.74
	
	Endless Supply Co. Feeder Fish for turtle and eels

	349.80
	
	Delux Checks Checks for PS Bank General

	43.08
	
	Northeast Hose & Supply Inc Tree Planter Hydrolic Hose

	130.00
	
	Keystone Advertising Envirothon  Plaques

	40.00
	
	Sheetz Staff Meeting Prizes May 2021

	26.72
	
	Tops Work Bee Breakfast

	131.31
	
	Callears Catering Work Bee Lunch

	12.00
	
	Postmaster Seedling Sale - mail trees to customer

	16.36
	
	Dandy Mini Mart Worms for Turtle and Eels

	16.36
	
	Dandy Mini Mart Worms for Turtle and Eels

	15.50
	
	Postmaster Postage - Soil Samples for J&C Ponderosa, LLC

	21.78
	
	Dollar Tree Staff Meeting Prizes May 2021

	39.75
	
	Postmaster Postage - Mailing Wildflower Seed

	1.60
	
	Postmaster Postage - NM

	25.44
	
	Roof Jewelers & Awards Director Name Plates for photos

	26.63
	
	Tops Interview and Staff meeting Snacks

	12.72
	
	Tractor Supply Batteries

	34.99
	
	Tractor Supply Weed Barrier - Work Bee

	485.48
	
	Apple Store Underwater Drone Project - Ipad and Camera Card Reader 

	
	
	

	 $      1,939.75 
	
	Total General Account Bills Paid by Credit Card Since Last Meeting

	   
	
	

	 $  236,946.15 
	
	Total General Account Bills 

	
	
	

	
	
	Income Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	1,125.25
	
	Crop Management - Potter

	368.00
	
	Tree Tubes - Swift Forestry

	2,500.00
	
	Williams - Underwater Drone Donation

	110.00
	
	Tree Sales

	50.00
	
	Tree Planter Rental Fee

	115.00
	
	Water Club Payments March & April

	68,000.00
	
	Watersheds:Sugar Creek

	200,000.00
	
	Program Starting Funds 03152021

	516.00
	
	Tree Sales

	500.00
	
	South Waverly Apartments Phase 2  Plan Review Fee

	500.00
	
	South Waverly Apartments Phase 2 Permit Fee

	500.00
	
	SWN Envirothon Donation

	242,850.00
	
	Watersheds - Wysox Creek

	3,027.68
	
	USC Interseeder - Calkins

	8,764.07
	
	Chesapeake Bay WIP Reimbursement

	300.00
	
	GP-1 Taylor

	250.00
	
	GP-3 Oldroyd

	175.00
	
	GP-8 Wagner

	250.00
	
	GP-3 Innes Hose Co.

	2,500.00
	
	Williams Earth Day Donation

	250.00
	
	GP-3

	1,255.72
	
	CDFAP - Manager & Tech Reimbursement

	25,913.71
	
	Chesapeake Bay Engineer Reimbursement

	16,475.18
	
	Nutrient Management Delegation Reimbursement

	270,000.00
	
	County Initiative Reimbursement

	6,745.20
	
	Ag Conservation Tech Reimbursement

	4,552.50
	
	USDA May Rent

	398.32
	
	Interest May

	
	
	

	 $  857,991.63 
	
	Total General Account Income Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	  
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account

	
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills To Be Paid  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	 $                   -   
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills To Be Paid 

	
	
	

	
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	 $                   -   
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Bills Paid Since Last Meeting

	
	
	

	 $                   -   
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Bills

	
	
	

	
	
	Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Income Since Last Meeting  

	
	
	

	389.28
	
	Interest May

	
	
	

	 $         389.28 
	
	Total Dirt & Gravel Roads Account Income




Daryl Miller made a motion to approve the June Treasurer report and pay the bills.  Nicole Harrs seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:26 PM by Keith Heimbach, Chairperson.

The next meeting of the Bradford County Conservation District will be on July 12, 2021, at 12:30 PM at the Stoll Natural Resource Center, Wysox, PA
Respectfully submitted,








Jenny Marino








Account Supervisor

June 2021 DEP Conservation District

Field Rep Talking Points

Conservation District Funding

Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Road Allocations – At the May 11 State Conservation Commission Meeting the SCC approved Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Road Program allocations for Fiscal Year 2021-2022. In most cases, they are very similar to last year’s allocation.  $20 million was allocated to Dirt and Gravel and $8 million to Low Volume Roads. The final Dirt and Gravel allocation for one district will be subject to the outcome of a settlement agreement with the SCC.  Any funding reductions to that district will be redistributed within the current allocation formula.  The Program will send districts a notification when the final allocations are set. 

CDFAP Application for Funding – is now available in the GreenPort for FY 2021-2022. All districts that plan to participate in the CDFAP Manager, E&S Tech and ACT Cost-Share Program are required to complete the form.  It is necessary for districts to complete this form no later than June 15, 2021, so that information on your district’s request is available and the State Conservation Commission (SCC) can allocate these cost share funds at their July 2021 meeting.  Questions regarding completion of the form maybe directed to Karen Books at kbooks@pa.gov . 
CDFAP ACT Program and Act 38/Chap 91 Nutrient Management and Manure Management Delegation Annual Applications - To facilitate an earlier commitment of funds, the Commission is asking that conservation districts complete and return applications for funding for the Agricultural Conservation Technical Assistance Program (ACT) and the Nutrient Management And Manure Management Program  Delegation Agreement (NM/MM delegation)  Information packets explaining the submission process will be distributed to conservation districts from both programs by June 1, 2021.  The ACT application and the NM/MM delegation proposal and budget application will be due to the Commission by July 16, 2021.  Applications should be completed based on anticipated allocation information supplied in the application packets.  Questions regarding completion of the ACT application may be directed to Johan E. Berger at joberger@pa.gov.  Questions regarding the NM/MM delegation proposal may be directed to Frank Schneider at fschneider@pa.gov. 

Chesapeake Bay Technician and Chesapeake Bay Engineer Specialist / Engineer Assistant Annual Applications – The materials for the amendments to the existing conservation district agreements will be provided in early June to the conservation districts in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, which will be due to DEP Chesapeake Bay Office by July 16, 2021.  This amendment will be effective from July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022.  
The Chesapeake Bay Office held a meeting with Chesapeake Bay Conservation Districts and DEP Regional Offices on May 25, 2021 to discuss the transition for some counties into “Phase 2” of the Chesapeake Bay Agricultural Inspection Program (CBAIP).  This transition would occur in counties that no longer have “Phase 1” inspections to conduct or will not have the amount of inspections left to conduct to meet their annual goal this upcoming year.  The discussion included a review of the inspection goals and expectations, the Standard Operating Procedure, and discussed next steps.

Section 319 Nonpoint Source Management Grants Program - The Fiscal Year 2022 grant round is open from April 22, 2021 to June 25, 2021.  The guidance and associated materials were published here on April 22, 2021, or you can go to dep.pa.gov and search for “nonpoint source.”  These grant funds come from EPA. The WIP Location Map has also been recently updated on the WIP webpage.

Growing Greener Plus Grants Program – This grant round is open from April 22, 2021 to June 25, 2021. The guidance and associated materials were published here on April 22, 2021, or you can go to dep.pa.gov and search for “growing greener.” These funds come from Pennsylvania’s Environmental Stewardship Fund (ESF).

Section 319 and Growing Greener Plus include presentations on the webpages that link to the Clean Water Academy with PDFs and recorded sessions to walk people through this round of grants. We encourage anyone with questions on the grant guidance or how to complete forms to review these presentations. 

Through the same application process, applicants can also apply for grant funding through Section 18(j) of the Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA). SMCRA grants are available to various entities including municipalities, municipal authorities, and nonprofit organizations for projects meeting AMD Set Aside or Bond Forfeiture grant requirements. 

Policies and Procedures 

Policy on Appointing Former Conservation District Employees and Other Individuals as Conservation District Directors – At its May 11th Meeting the State Conservation Commission approved Policy on Appointing Former Conservation District Employees and Other Individuals as Conservation District Directors.  The policy states, “no individual who has been employed by a conservation district in any capacity may be appointed to serve as a conservation district director on the conservation district’s board of directors under which they were employed within three (3) years of their last date of employment.” In addition to employees the policy state, “no individual who is currently employed or has been previously employed in any governmental position (federal, state, or county)  that has or had direct oversight or control of any conservation district program (delegated or contracted) or conservation district funding source may be appointed to serve as a conservation district director for the district with which such a relationship existed during the course of their employment or within three (3) years of their last date of employment.” This includes appointment as a regular conservation district director with full voting powers or as a non-voting associate member. If it is determined that a conservation district director appointment is made in conflict with this policy, the Commission will work with the county governing body and the conservation district board to seek an amicable resolution to this matter. The Commission may consider exceptions to this policy on a case-by-case basis.

Retaining Virtual Participation Options for District Board Meetings –  As district boards begin to hold in person meetings again, the State Conservation Commission recommends district continue to offer a way for board members, cooperating agencies and the public to participate in meetings either through conference call or video conference. Cooperating agency staff may not be allowed to attend in person meetings during this time and board members and the public may not feel comfortable attending.  Providing a virtual option will allow greater participation in district board meetings.

Tips for holding virtual meetings:

· Meetings must comply with ALL Sunshine Act requirements

· Take a roll call to ensure minutes can accurately record directors present and that there is a quorum

· Provide an opportunity for public comment. Participants from the public who make comment should identify themselves

· Participants should announce themselves when speaking especially when making motions to ensure accurate recording of minutes

· Virtual meetings may be recorded.  If it is recorded, you must announce that the meeting is being recorded

· Recordings of virtual meetings are public records under RTK if retained after the minutes are approved at the next board meeting. 

New Procedure for Chapter 105 internal guidance/questions  
The Bureau of Waterways Engineering and Wetlands (BWEW) has instituted a new procedure for Chapter 105-delegated Conservation Districts and DEP regional office staff to follow when asking questions or requesting clarification concerning Chapter 105 regulations or permitting.  On May 13, 2021, an email was sent to the Chapter 105-delegated conservation district managers and to the DEP Regional Waterways and Wetlands programs explaining the new procedure.  This new procedure is intended to increase efficient and effective responses from BWEW staff and to promote consistency in internal guidance provided across the state.  To this end, BWEW has set up a resource account email where inquiries should be directed only after taking steps to first check with district managers and/or DEP Regional Offices for guidance.  BWEW also has a Chapter 105 Resource Center on the Clean Water Academy and will be uploading internal guidance to this page, including an internal FAQ document that will be populated and continually updated with guidance stemming from the new process.  This document will be internal guidance, so 105-delegated staff are encouraged to use their PA-CWA login to view all internal content.  As more Chapter 105 content is being added to the PA-CWA, staff are also encouraged to review new or updated trainings and guidance.  If 105-delegated CCD staff have questions about this new procedure, please check with your District Manager.  If District Managers have any questions about the new procedure, they can contact BWEW for clarification.

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Public Comment Process - A TMDL is necessary when waters are included in Category 5 of the publicly participated Integrated Report (IR). TMDL development includes analysis of the detailed assessment data that led to the impairment listings (e.g., macroinvertebrate community assemblage, habitat information), choosing a reference watershed with similar basin characteristics that is meeting water quality standards and modeling the two watersheds to assign pollutant reductions necessary to bring the impaired watershed loading rates down to those of the reference watershed. The DEP Bureau of Clean Water oversees TMDL development and appreciates input from the conservation districts. The process that DEP currently follows includes drafting the TMDL and requesting review and comments through a notice in the PA Bulletin. When the notice is published, the document is a first draft and DEP will incorporate any relevant information collected during the comment period into the final draft prior to submission to EPA for approval. The draft provides the baseline requirements of a TMDL from the data that DEP has collected through the waterbody assessments and a description of the modeling and results, while also providing the framework that the conservation districts and other stakeholders can improve upon with comments. DEP finds that publishing the draft is a more productive way of gaining pertinent comments than requesting information prior to providing the draft.

Chapter 102

102 ePermitting - The ePermit System will now work with the latest version of Microsoft Edge (opposed to Internet Explorer, which is being phased out by the Commonwealth’s Office of Administration) and Google Chrome;

· Internal Training videos are in the works.  Please refer to CWA.

· As a reminder, currently PAG-02 General NOIs and Individual Applications for NPDES Permits for Stormwater Discharges Associated with Construction Activities are currently available in the system;

· The upcoming tentative release schedule is as follows:

· July 28, 2021- Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control (E&S) Permits (new & amendments) for Discharge of Stormwater Associated with Construction Activities; and,
· September 29, 2021- Erosion and Sediment Control General Permit (ESCGP-3) for earth disturbance associated with Oil and Gas Exploration, Production, Processing or Treatment Operations or Transmission Facilitates
Contact Tiffany Landis with questions tilandis@pa.gov
State Water Plan Meetings 
The State Water Plan’s Regional Water Resources Committees held their fifth round of meetings virtually through Microsoft Teams April 13, 2021 through April 29, 2021. The primary focus of these meetings was to have the Committees vote on their regional priorities. The State Water Plan’s Statewide Water Resources Committee held their fifth meeting virtually through Microsoft Teams on May 19, 2021. The primary focus of this meeting was climate change, flooding, and stormwater. This update will focus on items such as water resources strategies outlined in the Governor’s Climate Action Plan and updated regional watershed priorities.  

The Statewide Committee and four of the Regional Committees have some vacancies and two of the Regional Committees are full. These vacancies include District Directors, Planning Commission, Agricultural,  Environment & Conservation, and Local Government.  For information about these vacancies please contact Mark Matlock at marmatlock@pa.gov . 

Clean Water Academy 

Attachment B Online Forms - An online form has been placed on the Clean Water Academy to replace the Chapter 102 and 105 Attachment B forms.  As a result, the “paper” Attachment B form no longer needs to be submitted.  Once submitted, a notification is sent to the 102 and 105 email resource accounts.  GreenPort information is now required so that we can coordinate registration of new users for ePermitting as well as Clean Water Academy logins. Each Conservation District Manger should designate someone to enter Attachment B or perform that task themselves.  Only that person will be able to edit their entries. To ensure we have the most update date records we need each to District to enter all staff assigned to the 102 and 105 delegation agreements into the new electronic Attachment B.   Please complete this by June 30, 2021.   

NOTE: When staff leaves the program or otherwise will no longer use the ePermit system, the Attachment B form should be submitted so that their ePermitting and CWA roles can be deactivated. The employment end date should be selected, and employment status changed. If you have any questions, please reach out to Jay Braund at jbraund@pa.gov .  

Small Group Training Request Form - Conservation District Staff that would like classroom (virtual at this time) or one on one training from DEP should submit a request using the Chap 102 - One on One - Small Group Training Request Form.  The Training Request Form can be found in the Data Portal in Clean Water Academy.
New Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) and Complimentary DEP Clean Water Academy (CWA) Course to be Released June 1, 2021.

The PracticeKeeper – Best Management Practice (BMP) Module SOP (CBO-DATA-003) and complimentary DEP CWA course, Recording Best Management Practices in the PracticeKeeper Database will be released June 1, 2021. 

The SOP and supporting CWA course describe the procedures by which the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and participating County Conservation Districts (CCDs) will input data into the BMP Module of PracticeKeeper (PK). The BMP Module of PK was developed to track spatially located sediment and nutrient reducing BMPs that are planned or implemented in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and is used by multiple programs and agencies across the Commonwealth. The guidance offered in the SOP and CWA course will enable consistent data collection for program reporting across participating CCDs and multiple Commonwealth programs while ensuring reliable tracking of the implementation of Pennsylvania’s 2016 Chesapeake Bay Strategy.

The PracticeKeeper BMP Module SOP and CWA course are designed to supplement program-specific guidance, procedures, and training and should be used as referenced in program-specific guidance.

The Clean Water Academy Training will be available at the link below on June 1, 2021.

https://pacleanwateracademy.remote-learner.net/course/view.php?id=478
Please share with the appropriate staff.

Chesapeake Bay Office Agriculture Compliance staff will host a question and answer session in early July with Conservation District and DEP Regional Office staff. The date of the Q&A will appear in July’s talking points. This session will be recorded and may be posted to the Clean Water Academy as a reference. The intended audience are District Managers and Conservation District Staff who implement, verify, and record BMPs in the PracticeKeeper Database as part of any of their job duties. This may include but is not limited to Chesapeake Bay Technicians or Engineers, Nutrient Management Technicians, and Watershed Specialists.

Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Pennsylvania’s Phase 3 Watershed Implementation Plan – monthly e-newsletter

The Department of Environmental Protection Chesapeake Bay Office (CBO) produces a monthly newsletter to showcase progress and updates on the statewide Phase 3 Watershed Implementation Plan and our local partners’ Countywide Action Plans. Our newsletter will highlight activities from the CBO and our partnering counties, agencies, and action team leaders; reporting and data tools; funding and grant opportunities; and major announcements. https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/WIP3/Pages/Newsletter.aspx  

PA’s Technical Assistance Partnership

In support of PA’s Phase 3 Watershed Implementation Plan and the work that our counties and local stakeholders are conducting, technical partners working in and with Pennsylvania will meet with DEP to share information on individual efforts and discuss how to best coordinate our work as we move forward together. The goal is to better understand what each of our organizations are providing on the technical assistance front to maximize efficiency, avoid duplication of efforts, and more effectively leverage our work together.  The partners invited to this meeting include: USGS, NRCS, EPA, SRBC, Capital RC&D, and Penn State University.  

Countywide Action Plans

Webinar Wednesday – 2-Year Milestones and Annual Progress Reports

In early June, the DEP Chesapeake Bay Office will hold meetings with the Pilot counties to review two-year milestones and annual progress reporting and with the Tier 2 counties to review annual progress reporting. Timelines and goals will be discussed.
Webinar Wednesday – BMP Verification: Round 2

The DEP Chesapeake Bay Office will schedule a BMP Verification webinar as a follow-up to the December 16, 2020 Webinar Wednesday.  This second webinar will focus on items that were prioritized from the results of a survey that the counties had completed.  The date has not yet been determined, but DEP is planning to schedule this webinar in late July.

CAP Checklists have been developed to assist with and simplify CAP updates and DEP reviews.  These checklists have been reviewed with the DEP Region CAP Support Teams as well as with the counties.

Summer Interns Conducting Bay Inspections - With the upcoming summer season, we wanted to respond to questions that we’ve received recently relating to using summer interns to conduct inspection activities. As a reminder, the inspector of record must have completed or actively be in the midst of completing adequate training according to the Training Plan described in the Chesapeake Bay Technician Agreement. 

Please reference the CBAIP activities listed below which may be appropriate for individuals with limited training, such as summer interns, understanding supervision and oversite from a trained professional will be necessary:

1. Pre-Inspection Activities.

a. Provide administrative assistance with the pre-inspection notice mailing. 

i. A trained professional should draft and sign all correspondence.
b. Attempt to contact the owner/operator in advance of the inspection to explain the purpose and arrange the date and time of the inspection.

c. Develop / print aerial maps of the operation for review by the inspector of record.

d. Assemble any known relevant planning documents for review by the inspector of record. 

e. Prepare necessary supplies for the inspection.

2. Inspection Activities

a. May attend the inspection if accompanied by the inspector of record and all procedural guidelines to limit exposure to and spread of COVID-19 outlined in the inspecting agency’s continuity of operations plan are followed.

3. Post-Inspection Activities

a. Provide administrative assistance with post-inspection correspondence. 

i. A trained professional should draft and sign all correspondence.
b. Input data elements of the Inspection Report in the PracticeKeeper Database if not completed during the inspection.
i. Must complete the Clean Water Academy Course, Completing Agriculture Inspections in the PracticeKeeper Database, https://pacleanwateracademy.remote-learner.net/course/view.php?id=410, and maintain appropriate oversite from a trained professional to ensure data consistency and integrity.  
Dates to Remember


SCC Meetings – 1:00 PM


Virtual Meeting

July 13



Virtual Meeting

September 14


SCC Conference Calls – 8:30 – 10:00 AM





Conference Call

June 8



Conference Call

August 17



Agricultural Technician Training


Boot Camp I – ‘Basic’


August 2-4, 2021 (Field)

 

Also, check the Conservation District Training/Special Events Calendar at, www.PACD.org Select the "Events" tab and then the "Training Calendar" tab. 
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